
MAGGIE TULLIVER SEARUNNER 31 A-FRAME

Maggie Tulliver 
One-of-a-kind. A Short History:
A labour of love and serious commitment, Keith and Pauline 
began construction of Maggie T. in 1975 in an indoor shop in 
Toronto. Construction progressed steadily until, like so many 
boat building dreams she was put on hold while competing 
interests took precedence. There she sat, indoors and 90% 
complete for more than a decade.

When she was finally launched in 2002, she had the honour of 
being what is quite likely the ‘newest’ Searunner around. She is 
certainly one of the finest built with top quality materials; 
mahogany and fir marine ply/timber, WEST epoxy throughout, 
Lewmar, Ronstan, Awlgrip, Interlux etc.

Our family was entrusted to her care in the summer of 2007. We 
have steadily maintained and upgraded her until present day.  It is 
with heavy heart that we have decided to look for a new guardian 
for Maggie as we move into our next phase of our lives.  We are in 
no rush and endeavour to find a new owner who will care for her 
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Specifications 

LOA: 31’ 
BOA: 18’ 6” 
Draft: 2’ 10” 
Displacement: 5400 lbs 

Launched: 2002 

Sails/Rig/Canvas 

Sails: Dacron 2002 

Main (2 reef), Yankee, Staysail - 
(all VGood) Lt Genoa,(Good)  

Stack-Pack 

Dodger, Bimini 

Alum. Mast/Boom with steps 

SS standing rigging (2002) 

Running Rigging (2008) 

Engine 

2015 Yamaha 9.9 HiThrust, X-
Long, Power Tilt, Elec. Start 

Misc. Equipment 

Air Head Composting Head 

Rocna 10kg/CQR 25lb. 

Sunrise coated nets (2003) 

Alum. Stanchions, w. double 
lifelines, bow/stern pulpits

FOR SALE: $18K US 
Searunner 31 A-Frame | Maggie Tulliver | Bristol Condition 

UPDATE:  Originally listed for sale in 2016, Maggie T was removed from market shortly afterwards due to our changing 
obligations. Though sailed only four times in the past 3 years, her upkeep has been maintained and all details below still 

apply with the exception of 2 more season’s sun on the decks and canvas. 
See Links to pictures, video and marine survey on final page of this document.

mailto:searunnermaggie@gmail.com


MAGGIE TULLIVER SEARUNNER 31 A-FRAME

and enjoy her as we have these past 8 1/2 years.

Built to Plan
Maggie Tulliver is built to plan with the interior finished clear, 
gloss varnish over epoxy (her build is documented with a lovely 
photo album).  Main 
bulkheads are 
mahogany marine 
ply and all trim is 
solid mahogany. The 
exception to the 
clear finish is the 
stern castle lower 
bulkhead and the 
forepeak/head area, 
both finished in 
white enamel. 

Layout Below
Starting at the bow, the forepeak is shelved sail storage, with 
storm anchor stored beneath. Moving aft, under the large fore 
hatch, is the head area with LED light. An Airhead composting 
toilet, vented outboard sits beneath a large seat/step. The bilge of 
this compartment is sealed to serve as a shower sump if desired.

Moving aft, is the dressing area with full standing headroom, large 
fixed portlight and solar vent.  Ample storage port & starboard in 
bins, cabinets & drawer, sink, hand pump, LED lighting & 
cushioned bench seat. 

A small tool chest provides the step up to the forward berth area 
with a single bunk on each side each with 4” foam upholstered 
cushions, LED lighting and large fixed portlights.  There are 2 

levels of 
storage under 
the cabin sole 
on either side 
of the 
centreboard 
trunk.

Crossing the 

searunnermaggie@gmail.com �2

Nav/Electrical 

VHF with RAM mic in cockpit 

Raymarine BiData 40 KtLog 

Raymarine Autohelm Pilot 

House Battery, Starting Battery 

Blue Sea Isolator/combiner 

2x Switch panel with breakers 

Cabin lighting LED/Fluorescent 

Masthead Tri-light 

Steaming/Foredeck Light 

Compass Light 

Maintenance/Upgrades 

2008: Replaced all 5 fixed 
plexiglass cabin windows 

2009: replace water system 

2010: Refinished cockpit (from 
clear to painted) 
Refinished decks (phased 
through 2015) 

2011: Dodger, Bimini, SS 
handrails aft cabin top 
Lewmar opening ports-aft cabin  
Raymarine instruments  

2012: Added glassed in slotted 
tube for net lacing (wing/bow) 
Large SS cleats on floats 

2013 : Transom extension/steps 
Replace all float vents 

2014 :  Boarding ladder 
Bow roller 
Stack-pack sail cover 
New Yamaha 9.9 HiThrust/PowerTilt 

2015: Relocate batteries 
upgrade wiring, electrical
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centre cockpit one enters the aft cabin via 
the removable mahogany companionway 
ladder.  House & starting batteries are in a 
compartment beneath. To starboard a 
large counter with recess for a stove & 
overhead heat shield. (2 burner kerosene 
has been replaced by small single burner 
butane but space remains for return to 
larger unit if desired)  Ample storage in 
bins, drawer & shelves around and beneath 
the counter area.  Lighting is provided by a 
large fixed port and fluorescent unit.

To port is a matching counter space with deep ss. sink with foot pump.  Storage is in the form of shelves 
and 2 large tip-out bins beneath.  Lighting is provided by a large fixed port and fluorescent unit.  A flush 
mounted bilge pump sits beneath the counter, originally placed to serve as both seawater supply and (with 
a Y-Valve) bilge pump.  It has never been connected.

On the port/forward bulkhead is the electrical system.  Battery master switch, isolator/combiner, 
voltmeter & 2 switch panels with breakers and illuminated switches.

The area beneath the cockpit is quite large, divided by the centreboard trunk.  To port there is 21 gallons 
(3x7gal) of water storage feeding both galley & forward pumps. Tanks are removable & portable. 
Companionway hatch boards store beside the water tanks.  There is a seacock beneath the subfloor to 
allow for seawater feed to the galley via countertop pump.  To starboard the entire under cockpit space is 
open for storage.

A small step up to the rear brings you to the sterncastle.  A large table slides out from under the aft deck 
with seating for two on either side.  The table has removable fiddles around the perimeter and down the 
middle.  The VHF is mounted in the storage bin aft along with a 12V outlet for accessories.

There are storage bins port and starboard in the wings beneath the sole under each seat. The centre 
under-sole area is devoted to a large icebox with 
4” insulation and room for 2 large blocks of ice.

Folding down the two seats and sliding the table 
to the stowed position creates a large double 
bunk on the raised sole.  The bunk cushions 
stow under the aft deck when not in use.

There is a Lewmar opening  port on either side 
and one large port facing aft all fitted with 
removable screens.
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On Deck
Moving up the companionway brings you to the centre cockpit.  with combing storage bins, seat cushions 
& a small pedestal/wheel with binnacle compass.  The knot/log & Autohelm are mounted on the forward 
bulkhead and remote for VHF in combing storage to port. Jib/main sheets lead to the aft cabin top 
winches along with traveller controls. Blocks/hardware are Ronstan, winches are Lewmar. 

The cockpit has a dodger with 7 removable 
panels, 3 forward and 2 per side extending to just 
aft of the aft cabin bulkhead.  Zippers installed on 
aft edges and bimini allow for addition of  panels 
for complete enclosure if desired.  A bimini 
extends from the dodger to a ss. bow across the 
after cabin top.  The dodger has hinged ss. hand 
rails mounted outboard to aid passage forward 
along the running boards. Unzipping the bimini & 
folding the dodger forward opens the cockpit 

completely for loading stores etc. Two 
portable 5 gal. fuel tanks with inline 
filter are stored beneath the sole.

All deck surfaces/running boards are 
coated with InterDeck non-skid.  There 
are anchor lockers both fore and aft, an 
anchor roller mounted on the bow and 
snatch blocks on each float bow for 
bridle attachment.

Maggie’s beams/A-frames are welded 
aluminium, built to the designer’s 2nd generation specs. Wing nets are top quality 1” coated webbing by 
Sunrise of Florida. I am currently in the process of adding bow nets (large mesh commercial fish net). 

A 16” stern extension (corecell) was added 2 years ago, providing boarding steps and improved protection 
for the motor.  A large boarding ladder/platform mounted on the port aft beam is also in prototype phase.

Rig
Spars are painted aluminium extrusions with folding steps on the mast.  All halyards run to mast mounted 
winches reachable from the cockpit.  A Windex vane is mounted at the masthead with VHF antenna.

The boat is rigged as a cutter with yankee, staysail and main (2 reefs).  There is also a used light weight 
genoa in good condition. The staysail is set on a removable intermediate stay supported by running 
backstays to highfield levers on the cabin sides. At the designer’s suggestion I removed the rigging for the 
staysail to simplify things for the type of sailing I do here on the Great Lakes.  It can be installed again at 
any time.
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Location
The Toronto Multihull Cruising Club on Lake Ontario has been home 
port for Maggie Tulliver since her launch in 2002.  The short Canadian 
sailing season means all of her gear has seen little stress and exposure 
over her 13 season lifespan. Her main hull has been covered each winter 
since 2007.

UPDATE 2018: Maggie T.  has relocated to her new home in 
Trenton, Ontario on the north shore of Lake Ontario.  The 
entire eastern seaboard is accessible via the ICW systems. 

The A-Frame design was created to allow for transport via land to 
launch site.  It is possible to demount the floats and beams and deliver 
her by road/rail though this would be a reasonably large undertaking.

The following excerpt from the boat’s designer Jim Brown on the 31 A-frame concept.

“The original design parameter was to create the smallest seagoing trimaran that could accommodate a 
family of four with two teenage boys - our family - and which I could build myself. Another requirement 
was demountability. I was not alone among those who, during the back yard builder's “multihull hysteria" 
of the 1960's and 70's, needed to build in one location and launch somewhere else. 

Consequently she has the "A-Frame" crossbeams, which are welded aluminum trusses that permit the 
three hulls to be separated. The boat is not "trailerable" as such, for it is difficult to get all three 
hulls on one trailer, but demountability allowed us to build the boat at our canyon home where the the 
only vehicular access was via a steep logging road. 

Also in the original A-Frame concept was the desire to minimize the pounding of wave tops underneath 
the wings, which is the Achilles Heel of most cruising multihulls. In SCRIMSHAW the outboard two-
thirds of each wing, for their full length, exposes only open netting and the A-Frame tubing to the waves 
- no fixed solid surfaces - and this virtually eliminates underwing pounding.” 

Additional photos may be found at: 
https://www.icloud.com/sharedalbum/#B045oqs3q9g8Vg

Video:  https://vimeo.com/144979336

Interested parties not familiar with Searunner trimarans, are urged to investigate the Searunner list at: 
cruisersforums.com   (http://www.cruisersforum.com/forums/f48/trimaran-especially-searunner-
owners-14322.html) where you will find a wealth of information.

Designer Jim Brown’s “The Case for the Cruising Trimaran” and “Searunner Construction Manual” are 
also excellent resources.

Copy of survey (2013) upon request.
Serious inquiries only please.   Scott Brown:  searunnermaggie@gmail.com
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